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Owen M. Fiss 

What is Freedom? 

January 1987 — Toronto 

Syllabus 

1° The Sources of Oppression 

Dinnerstein, The Mermaid and the Minotaur (Harper & 
Row. 1963)* 

Eisenstein, Feminism and Sexual Equality (Monthly 
Review Press, 1984) (pp. 161ff)* 

II. The Abortion Controversy: Motherhood as a Structure of 
Subordination 

Rich, Of Woman Born - Motherhood as Experience and 

Institution (Norton, 1976) (ch. 1) 
Row v. Wade, 410 U. S. 113 (1973) 

Thornburgh v. American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, 106 S. Ct. Rep. 2169 (1986) 

California Federal Savings and Loan Association v. 
Guerra. 758 F. 2d 390 (1985) 

Law, Rethinking Sex and the Constitution, 132 D. of 
Penn. L. Rev. 955 (1984) 

III. The Comparable Worth Controversy: The Market as a Structure 

of Subordination 

Fiss, A Theory of Fair Employment Laws, 38 U. of 

Chi. L. Rev. 235 (197 1) 
American Federation of State, Council and Municipal 

Employees, v. State of Washington, 578 F. Supp. 846 
(1983) and 770 F. 2d 1401 (1985) 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission v. Sears, 
Roebuck & Co., 628 F. Supp. 1264 (1986) 

Weil'er, The Wages of Sex: The Uses and Limits of 

Comparable Worth, 99 Harv. L. Rev. 1728 (1986) 

IV. The Suppression of Pornography in the Name of Liberation 

MacKinnon, Pornography, Civil Rights and Speech, 

20 Harv. Civ. Rts-Civil Liberties L. Rev. 1 
(1985) 

American Booksellers Association, Inc. v. Hudnet, 
598 F. Supp. 1316 (1984) and 771 F. 2d 323 (1985) 



V. The Role of Law -- An Instrument of Liberation or Suppresion? 

MacKinnon, Feminism, Method and State: An Agenda for 

Theory, 7 Signs 575 (1982) 

MacKinnon, Feminism, Marxism, Method and the State: 

Toward a Feminist Jurisprudence, 8 Signs 635 (1982) 

Olsen, Statutory Rape: A Feminist Critique of Rights 

Analysis, 63 Texas L* Rev, 387 (1984) 

Gilligan, In a Different Voice (Harvard Univ. Press, 

1982)* 

Feminist Discourse, Moral Values, and the Law — A Conversation, 

34 Buffalo Rev, 11 (1985) [Dubois, Dunlap, Gilligan, MacKinnon 

Henkel-Meadow] 

*The Binnerstein, Eisenstein and Gilligan books should be purchased separately 

all the rest are xeroxed material. 


